Supporting Students more than ever

We are delighted that, after all the difficulties of 2020 so far, Fitzwilliam’s new cohort in
October will be its most socially diverse group of students ever.
153 new undergraduate students in 2020
78.4% of our Home students will be from state schools
48% have at least one of the main widening participation flags
107 undergraduates received Cambridge Bursaries in 2018-19
60 were the maximum award of £3,500
The total value was £284,252
We know that these students will need our help however—and your help.
With more students from under-represented backgrounds than ever before, plus the
devastating impact of coronavirus on many households, we expect to make more financial
awards than ever before. In 2018-19, the College made 1,153 financial awards to
undergraduates and postgraduates, with a total value of £802,000.
I had a wonderful experience as an undergrad at Fitzwilliam. One of the reasons I
chose Fitz was due to its focus on widening access as I strongly believe in meritocracies
rather than an individual’s immediate financial circumstances dictating their
educational opportunities. Now more than ever I felt that some additional support
could make an outsized impact for today’s generation of Fitzbillies.”
Jason Breslaw, Natural Sciences 2001

How can you help?
Regular gifts
It is the many alumni who join together to make regular gifts that provide the reliable, steady income
which allows Fitzwilliam to make so many financial awards to students.


24 alumni giving £10* per month can fund a Cambridge Bursary for one student.



4 alumni giving £20* per month can fund a Fitzwilliam College Bursary for one student.



One alumnus giving £67* per month can fund a Fitzwilliam College Bursary for one student.



One alumnus giving £250 per year can fund a Rent Allowance for one student.

*amount net of Gift Aid

How does student support work?


The main source of additional funding for undergraduates of limited financial means is the
Cambridge Bursary. This provides up to £3,500 per student per year and is joint funded by the
University and Fitzwilliam. In 2019, the College’s contribution was £157,000 but this is expected to
rise steeply as the funding formula changes this year and we welcome a new, diverse cohort of
students.



Eligibility for the Cambridge Bursary is related to household income, with the maximum available
only if household income is below £25,000. It tapers dramatically as household income increases
up to the threshold at £42,620—for households over £40,000 the Cambridge Bursary is £300.



The Fitzwilliam College Bursary is automatically awarded to Cambridge Bursary recipients, with a
maximum of £1,000 available to those on a full Cambridge Bursary.



The government’s maintenance loan is for most students the single largest source of funding. The
maximum of £9,203 for students whose household income is under £25,000. Above this, loans are
tapered (up to a top eligibility threshold of £70,000) and parents are expected to top up their
children’s income.
“Receiving both the Cambridge Bursary as an undergraduate and the PhD Studentship has meant
that I have been able to pursue my studies and passions without having to worry about my financial
stability. To be given such an opportunity has been fantastic.”
James McIntosh, Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic 2011

